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THE "ANNEXATION " DOCUMENTS.

We conclude to-day the publication of the Docu¬
ments which have been transmitted by the Presi¬
dent to Congress in connexion with the Treaty
which he has placed before that body for (be an¬

nexation of Texas to the United States. Upon
these documents we shall not anticipate the judg¬
ment of our readers. For ourselves, we can truly
say, we are amazed at the total want of any ground,
entilled to rcspect, either for the opening of the ne¬

gotiation, or the prosecution of it to its conclusion.
No man of common candor will pretend that there
is any more ground now for "annexing" Texas
than there was during the last year of President
Jackson's Administration (when he declined having
any thing to do with it) or at any intervening period
of lime. The reasons assigned for the petition from
the United States to Texas (to piopose for annex¬

ation) are proved by the documents themselves to

have been not only we-ik and insufficient, but abso¬
lutely without foundation.
These documents are such as the Executive has

thought it advisable to lay before the Senate. Some
of them are avowedly only extracts. Some parts
of the documents connected with the treaty haw
therefore been withheld, and we do not know but
properly. The same thing may have been done
with entire letters as with parts of letters. We
think that we perceive chasms in this correspond
dence, the filling up of which might elucidate parts
of the history of this negotiation which are yet
obscure.
There is nothing to be found in this correspond¬

ence to show that the Executive has given to the
Texian Government any guaranty to assume its
war with Mexico in any event; that is, whether the
Treaty be ratified or not by the Senate. It is
hardly conceivable, and still less probable, that the
President can have taken upon himselj so fearful a

responsibility. And, yet, in the Government paper
of Saturday afternoon we find an intimation which,
if it means any thing.we doubt exceedingly whe¬
ther it does.goes to the full extent of declaring the
intention of the President to engage in war with
any nation which shall interfere with his presumed
intentions or purposes in regard to Texas. Far be
it from us ta charge upon the President any such
alarming designs. On the contrary, we copy from
the Government paper the paragraph to which we

refer, for the purpose of inviting to it the attention
of the Secretary of State, that he may, if he think
proper, cause this semi-official declaration to be
disclaimed and reprobated as U ought to be. Here
is the paragraph, the two last lines being the part
of it most exceptionable, though the whole of it is
in a sptru or ganmmiK, -*»worthv of *..

by whose organ it is uttered :

FROM TH* MAlHKOIflAlt Of HaTUBKAT EVKJUHB.

" Even if the Senate should reject the treaty be-
. fore them, we may presume the efforts of the Ex-
. ecutive and the People will neither be relinquished
. nor related to secure the speedy annexat ion of the
4 fair and broad domain of Texas. During the
4 pendency of these efforts, many incline decidedly
. to the opinion that any hostile movement against
4 Texas, or any procedure whatever on the part of
4 any foreign Government, cither designed or cal-
4 coiated to interfere with the arrangements and io-
4 tentions of the United States and Texas, would
4 be not only evincing an unfriendly spirit towards
4 us, but a grave and flagrant offence, and should
4 be visited with the terrors of our arms, waethkr
4 TIIR FUNDING TREATY BE RATIFIED OR NOT."

LETTERS ON " ANNEXATION."

The agitation of the Texas question at the pre¬
sent moment, necessarily connecting itself with the

Presidential question, lias called forth from several

distinguished individuals (besides Mr. Clay and Mr.
Van Burf.n, whose letters we have published) ex¬

position* of their views of the question, in answer

to inquiries addressed to them by fellow-citizens of
theirs who consider them respectively as fit persons
from among whom a candidate should be selected
for the Presidency. The letters, thus elicited, are

all inJavor of the annexation. We have not room

(o publish them all, and we do not well know how

to discriminate between them. It is due to our

readers, however, that they should know the names
of those whose weight has thus been thrown into the
scale against that of the leaders of the two great
opposing parties in the Government. The gentle¬
men who have in this manner, responded to ques¬
tions addressed to them are Commodore Ciia> lks

Strwart, Col. R. M. John-on, Gen. Ltwis Cass,
the Hon. Levi Woodbury, and Gen. Nathan
Towson.

Letters on the subject have also been published,
but not called forth as above stated, from Senator
Bknton against " annexation" as now proposed,
nnd from Gen. Jackhon in favor it. Besides other
letters heretofore spoken of by us, a Letter from
the Hon. Wm. Wilkins, also in favor of the " an¬

nexation," was published »ome weeks ago, addressed
to the people of the district lately represented by
him in Congress ; which was followed by a prompt,
and, in our opinion, conclusive Letter bn the other
side from the Hon. Mr. DAtiRAOH, his Whig suc¬

cessor in Congress.
The Baltimore Patriot of Friday, 17th instant,

contained a Letter from the Hon. J. P. K»nnrdy,
of the House of Representatives, nn the present
state and aspect of the Texas question, which ap¬

pears to us to be entitled, by the gravity of its topics
and the vigor of its style, to the very serious con¬

sideration of all disinterested and dispassionate men.

Diabolical..Mr. Brainiird, of Westmoreland, New
York, had hi* barn, together with its content*, hurried two

or three week* ago, *uppo*ed hy an incendiary. I.ant week
a aon of Mr. Brainard accidentally dropped a honk into the
*.11, and, in endeavoring to recover it, the hook need for
the pnrpoae caught in a bag, which wa* examined f the con¬

tent* proved to be araenic, to the quantity of 22 pound*!
About one hundred and airty feet of the bridge over the

Nottoway river was destroyed by fire on Monday laet. The
Portsmouth and Roanoke railroad croaae* thii bridge, hut I

boat haa been substituted, and no interruption will take plaec
in the travel by that route.

EDITORS' CORRESPONDENCE.

New Orleans, May 8, 1844.
The more we see and examine into the proceed*

ings of ihe Government as connected with tlie lato
Texas movement, and (he motives and reasons that
appear to have governed litem, (lie more the whole
affair is calculated to excite feelings of deep morti¬
fication to every citizen. One of the most power¬
ful leasons urged for the necessity of prompt action
on our part, was an alleged intrigue of Great Britain
to buy all the slaves in Texas, to set them free,
and thus, making a free State, to form a point d^ap-
pui for her future operations against the Southern
Siutes ! And the whole foundation for lilies bugaboo,
conjured up by the heated imaginations of Mr. Ty-
lkk and Mr. Upshuk, and which Mr. Calhoun
seems also to have adopted, appears to have had its
origin in the movements and talk of a certain fel¬
low called Andrews ; and even that on the hearsay
authority of some unknown citizen of Maryland !
I refer you to the enclosed from the. lite of this
morning as respects Andrews, who figured in this
city last year, and who will no doubt be perfectly
astonished at the mushsoom importance into which he has
been bo suddenly and no unexpectedly introduced; whilst,
notwithstanding the most decided as well as Irank disavowal
on tb«*part of the British Government, we see the whole na¬
tion stirred up and excited, and in imminent danger of being
involved in a war, from the reported dnd unauthenlicattd
movemenia and sayings of . loafing vagabond and fugitive
from Texas! It is really humiliating in the highest degree
to s#e conduct so undignified and unstatesmanlike on the part
of the chief officers of a great nation. If it was not calculated
to produce more unpleasant feelings, one would be disposed
to laugh at Mr. Calhoun's letter to Mr. Pakenham; and
the comparisons he draws of the pauperism and wretchedness,
the idiocy and insanity, and all the pains and aches " that
flesh is heir to," in the negro race in a state of freedom or of
slavery, and the arithmetical minuteness with which be notes
theia ; all of which are brought into this official communica¬
tion with about as much reason as would have been a dis¬
cussion on the qifedrature of the circle.
As to Great Britain having any hostile designs on Texas,

either as regards her territory or the peculiar domestic insti¬
tutions of the South, I have not the most remote idea. If it
were otherwise, or if she made the least movement towards
either object, there could be but one opinion on the subject,
and that would be, to prevent her at every huzird, let the
consequences be what they might; but to take Texas at
this time, and under present circumstances, 1 fully agree
with Mr. Vaw Bubkit, Mr. Cur, and Mr. Beirro.v,would
be a gross violation of public faith towards Mexico, clearly
against the acknowledged law of nations, and at the hazard
of a War whose consequences and extension no one could
predict.
Some few of our Clay friends here are said to have fallen

off from the true failh in consequence of his letter, but I think
they will return to the fold 'igairi. The defection in the Van
Bureu ranks, I understand, is very extensive, and the friends
of Mr. C alhoun are very loud and active. Papers are now

being extensively circulated for signature to call a grand Cal¬
houn meeting, under the cognomen of " friends of annexa¬

tion," with the intention of trying to nominate a Calhoun
electoral ticket. The office-holders (who, I believe, compose
nearly the whole of the Tyler party here) My that Mr. Tiler
must have some of his friends on that ticket; and I cannot
say how they will settle it among themselves, in case they do
conclude to get up a ticket.

Every day convinces me that these "friends of Texas" in
*bta city mrm mnmt groaaly deceived in their belief as regards
the opinions of the great body of the citizens of this State^
country, all of"'vlWffif1 M),i-
ment is against annexation, and this is particularly the case

in the western parishes ; and I again repeat, that if the sub¬

ject was fully and fairly laid before the people, with all its

besrings upon the interests of Louisiana, a large majority
would lie oppoaed to the measure. Privste interest has a very
extensive influence in the movements in this city as regards
Texas, as so many are either directly themselves, or indi¬

rectly through their friends and connexions, deeply implicat¬
ed in the lands or money.

FROM THF. WEW ORLEANS RF.E, MAT 8.

THE TEXAS NEGOTIATION AND ANDREWS,
THE ABOLITIONIST.

In the correspondence accompanying the Treaty of An¬
nexation the name of one Ait iirewb cuts a conspicuous figure.
The importance of this individual is magnified in a manner

quite unexpected by him, and the consequence which no\v
attaches to hiin will lie held in grateful remembrance as the
consummation of hi* proudest hopes, whit h a year ago scarce¬

ly ventured lieyond a respectable standing with the abolitionists
of England. This fellow passed through New Orleans in
April, 1843. He hail just been driven away from Texas in
consequence of attempting to address the people of Galveston
upon the propriety of conciliating the protection of England
by adopting a system of gradual emancipation. His object,
from late developments, aeeins to have been to acquire a no¬

toriety that would be s passport to the good opinion of the
fanatics of Europe, whither he was going.having no oth< r

recommendation to the esteem of his lellow-men. He reach¬
ed thia city before the intelligence of bis own manoeuvres ar¬

rived, arid was the first to give information of a project! d
scheme to procure the abolition of slavery in Texas through
the instrumentality of the London Society. He was in this
office, and detailed to us the plan of operations by which the
Texians were to l>e brought into tbe snare, and the induce¬
ments that had lieen preached to them to make them favorable
to the movement. He represented to ua that the mearure

was looked upon very favorably by the large landholders,
who were made to believe that the institution of slavery hud
kept back emigration, and that if it were abolished the coun¬

try would be speedily settled and the lands vastly enhanced
in value. He avowed himself as opposed to the measure, and
professed to be animated by a desire to put the people of this
country on their guard in making the disclosures he had done.

Shortly after the .publication of our comments upon An¬
drews's disclosures, we received letters from gentlemen of the
first respectability and intelligence in Texas, informing us of
Andrews's movement', from which we learned for the first
time that Andrews himself was the originator of the treason,
and that he bad been driven from Texas in consequence ol
it. These letters gave us to understand that the peopla of
Texas were entirely free from the conspiracy imputed to

them; and, although written for the most part by President
Houaton'a personal and political enemies, entirely acquitted
him of any participation in tbe plot.
Upon the receipt of this information, we caused Andrews

to be diligently sought after as a dangerous person; but he
had left tbe rity.
Tbe doable-faced scoundrel, however, had accomplished

his object. The Northern papers commented upon the con¬

tents of the Texian journals, doubtless at his instance, and
he thereby liecame sufficiently notorious to visit Europe. The>
comments of the American press were a substitute for biters
of introduction, and there were quite enough of them to form
an' imposing recommendation.
Tbe moving cause of the negotiation that refilled in the

Treaty of Annexation is, apparently, the operations of this
Andrews in London. Mr. Upshur, on the 8th of August,
1843, opens the correspondence as follows :

tDlFASTMCKT or ^TATB
Washington, Ahoi'st 8, IH-M

!¦ is A pi irate letter from a rl'lifn of Maryland, then in Lon¬
don. contains the f illowing passage :

" I learn from a source entitled to tho fullest cr.nfi lenre thai
there is now heia a Mr Andrews, deputed t>y die ab.il lionis s of
T« xss to negotiate with the Hiiiish Government t that he lifts seen
l*>rd Aberdeen, and submitted his project fir ». e abolition ofa Is
very In Taxis, which Is, that there thnil be organised a company
in England, who rh ill advance a - um sufficient to |.ay for lh<
plaves now in Texas, and receive in payment Texas laud* ; that
the sum thus advanced shall be paid over as an indemnity for the
abolition nf slavery | and I mn authoiised by ilia Texian Min sier

lossy to you, thai l«ord Aberdeen his egreed tlint tlx British G<i
veri.ment will Kuaraiity the payment of the interest on ihi< loan.
upon condition that the Texian lioverninent will abolish slsv -ry

Andrews was in New Orleans on the 21st day of April
i to our certain knowledge. He must have gone lo Europe,
) matured his system of action, obtained the patronage of the

British Government with incredible expedition, as, three

tnutUfu and u half after be was here, an elaborate State paper
in prepared by Mr. Upshur upon a rejiort of bia proceeding!)in London.

Willi the solemn declaration of tbe Britiab Government
llut the information relied upon by Mr. Upabur waa false,ai.d with good reason for »u*|>ecting tbe authority claimed
fr«m tbe Texian Miniater for confirmation of the report to
have been assumed without ground*, the Preaident must have
persevered in the negotiation from a purely selfish and sinis-
ter impulse. Nothing short of an ambition reckleaa of the
pesce and well-being of the country would have precipitatedtlx Administration upon ao bungling a correspondence, pre¬dicated upon representations and assurances which the De-
ptrtmeiit bad good grounds for supposing to be without
fiundution.or, at least, such as the Government had no means
of proving.
The anxiety of the Executive to bring forward the meagrein time lor the Baltimore Convention, overlooked the proofs

necessary to fortify his position, and (he people of the United
Stile* are thrown by the car*, through the instrumentality of
a icamp who was not good enough even for Texas. What
weight will the statements of Mr. Upshui's anonymous cor¬
respondent have with the civilized world when brought into
collision with repeated asservation* of the British Cabinet,
otlicially promulgated and solemnly reiterated 1 The Admin¬
istration must have fallen into the infatuation of believing that
a private intimation of.,one of iu travelling proteges is good
against the world, and needs no other support, than the credu¬
lity of tbe President, who has an interest in believing it.

Mr. Calhoun attempts to base the treaty upon tbe avowal
of the British Miniater of a desire upon tbe part of hia Gov¬
ernment to see slavery abolished wherever it exists, and ado-
termination to aid in that ol'j-'ct by all proper and legitimate
means. This would indeed place the negotiation upon leas
equivocal grounds; but it mutt be borne in mind that this
avowal was made after the matter waa taken in hand. It was
a God-send to Mr. Calhoun, and may relieve him from the
opprobrium of the correspondence preceding his junctionwith tbe Cabinet. But it caa no more extenuate the guilty
motives of tbe Executive than it can blot out the disreputableprevarications that were resorted to to coax the cousent of
Texas to the treaty.
This Andrews, no doubt, palmed himself upon Mr. Up¬shur's anonymous correspondent as a wonderful person.The probabilities are that there was no foundation for the

Jiaclosures to the Secretary of Slate than the aveimcnU of a
Texian refugee, who amused himself by blazoning his own
consequence to the awestruck letter-writer of the Cabinet.
There will be a time when this matter will meet the calm

judgment of the nation, but no one is a greater enemy to an¬
nexation than he who relies upon the published documents
iccompanying tbe treaty to make it acceptable to the Ameri-
an people.

FIFTEEN 1)AY8 LATER FROM EUROPE.

We arc indebted to the Boston Atlas and the
Mercantile Journal for tlie European intelligent*,brought by the steamship Britannia, which arrived
at Boston on Saturday morning. The dates from
Liverpool are of the 4th instant, and from London
of the 3d. We do not, however, discover any news
of consequence. There had been no material
change in I lie cotton or money markets, except that
the former had become more steady.In the House of Commons, on the 29th ultimo
the Chancellor of the Exchequer brought forwaru
his financial statement of the year, which appeared
10 be highly satisfactory, inasmuch as it exhibited a

surplus of between two and three millions, after
meeting the deficit of more than four millions from
last year. This surplus is attributed to the proper¬
ly tax, which it is said the Minuter has no intention
of giving up for at least a couple of vears to come.
Tile revenue for the ensuing year is estimated at
£51,790,000, and the expenditures at £47,803,000.
There is a little falling off in the customs, hut the
taxes preserve their level; there is a rise of about
£4,000 in the post office ; and the excise revenue
exceeds by nearly a mil/ion and a half the nett

Ijjiirded as the most sattsiaoorj uttii «>i Ttic .,

as proving that there is. an increase of comfori
amongst the working classes.

Lord Ei.i.enborouuh has been recalled from the
Government of India.a step which seems to have
been taken by the East India Company, in accord¬
ance with the power vested in it by law, and with¬
out any desire for his recall on the part of the Bri¬
tish Government. It is said that the court of di¬
rectors of the East India Company have been dis¬
satisfied with the policy of his Lordship for some

time past. In consequence of this movement, the
motions which had been given in Parliament respect¬
ing the occupaiion pf Gwalior have been withdrawn
until Lord Ei.i.F.NnnnorGii'8 return to England.
The arguments in the case of the Crown vs.

O'Conncll and others, before the Court of Quern's
Bench, Dublin, on the motion for a new trial, were

Mill going on.
" It will be remembered that the Easter term of this l^ourt

commenced on the 15th of April, arid on that day the Crown
served the traversers with the usual notices that the Court
would be moved for judgment on the following Friday, after
the allotted four days had elapted. The counsel for the tra¬

verser* entered a motion lor a new trial ; and on the 16th
Mr. O'Connell supported the motion by filing an aflidavit, in
which he declares that he is not guilty of the conspiracy laid
to his charge, and that the omission of the names from the
special jury list was the effect and result of design and con*

trivance to prejudice him on his trial. On the 17th O'Con-
nell's attorney, Mr. Pierce Mahony, filed an aflidavit to the
same effect.
"The Attorney General, on this course being pursued,

determined lliat the charges contained in the affidavits should
lie met in the fullest possible manner; xnd for thia purpose
required affidavits from every person in any way connected
with the preparation of the jury list.from the clerks of the

peace n whose office the lists were prepared ; from Mr. C.
Magrath, head clerk in their office, and registrar of the Re¬
corder of Dublin, and whose duty it was to see the lists pre¬
pared ; from all the clerks and sub-clerks in the office of the
clcrks of the peace ; and from Mr. Kemmis, the Crown Soli¬
citor. The*e affidavits entirely rebut all acts of fraudu¬
lent dealing or corrupt suppression, with which the Govern¬
ment officers have been so freely charged.

'.The counsel for the other traversers al*o moved for new
trials, and the motions were argued at length. It is thought
that a new trial will not be granted. If so, the Crown will
move that sentence he passed, and then the traversers will (it
is boasted) assert 'their privilege in talking, if p asihle, for the
remainder of the term.' So that, if they succeed in this
stratagem, and if the Court sanction it, they may not lie call¬
ed up for judgment until the first day of next term, the 22d
of May. Meanwhile the re|»eal association actively continuea
its deliberations and collections of rent. At the meeting on

Monday Mr. O'Connell intimated his intention, as soon as

.the piosecutions were over, to bring forward his plan for the
renewed agitation of repeal. The leadera of the cause, he

oliserved, would certainly, in his opinion, he sent to jail, but
Government would neveitheleas fail in the object of these

prosecutions if they failed in damping the repeal agitation.
He then exhoited the people to peace and perseverance.'"
The news from the Continent is not important.

In Portugal the dislurbances were not entirely
quelled, the insurgents still holding Almeida. In

Italy there had been some trouble in Calabria and

Sicily, but nothing serious was anticipated. Ac¬

counts from Palermo speak of the famine in Sicily
as being almost beyond precedent in that inland.
Thousands of jx'ople were wandering among the

hills, and many had absolutely died of hunger.
The quarrel between Spain and Morocco is not

adjusted, and the Emperor, having been informed
of- the hostile intentions of the Spanish Govern¬

ment, is said to have proclaimed (he " holy war"
against the infidels. Preparations for the invasion
of Morocco were making at Puerto de Santa Ma¬
ria, where a fine brigade of artillery, destined for
the expedition, had been already organized.

In France every thing is tranquil. The Duchess
of Rrnt, mother of Victoria, is now on a visit to

the family of Louis Philip?*:, and is warmly wel¬
comed and kindly and affectionately treated. It is
said that ihe King has expressed a determination tc
visit Lngland in the course of the summer.

TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

Monday, May 20, 1844.

IN SENATE.
The Senate spent most of the day in Executive session ;but, previous to cloning the doors, the usual morning busi¬

ness wan transacted, and sundry bills, mostly of a private na¬
ture, were disposed of.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole

on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dkomooolk, of Virginia,in the chair,) and took up the hill making appropriations forthe service of the Post Office Department for the fiscal yearending the 30th June, 1845.
The bill having been read through, was again read bysections.
And no amendment to any of them having been made.
Mr. G. DAVIS moved to amend the bill by adding at the

end thereof a proviso that no special or travelling Post Office
agent should receive a higher compenaation than ono thou-.
Hand dollars per annum, and two dollars per day for travel¬
ling expenses; the object of which amendment Mr. D. ex¬
plained and advocated at some length, contending that these
agents devoted more of their time to electioneering purposesthan to ferreting out frauds on the Post Office Department.
one instance of which, during the last canvass in his own
distric , he especially adverted to, detailing the cirouraatances
connected therewith.

Mr. RATH BUN indicated several amendments which he
desired to offer, but which were not in order.
The result of some conversation was that Mr. Davis with¬drew his amendment, to enable Mr. Rathhck to offer one

providing that the office of special agent be abolished.
Mr. R. stated what he\new of this matter in his own State.In the western part of New York, he said, two of theae offi

cers were employed. He believed that the only thing theyhad done for the country was to attend to politics, to over¬
haul the post office concerns, to turn out one man and put in
another. As for the detection of frauds on the Department,they all catne from the local postmasters in the neighborhood,and from the mail carriers, and not in any instance from
these specially appointed officers, who were receiving largesalaries, but were of no benefit. They were a tax on the
Government, but ao far as he knew they were of no sort of
use. He believed the PosL Office Department could be protect¬ed better by detaching some postmaster in the neighborhoodwhere wrong had been committed to asceitain the facts. He
believed th<it theae agents, beyond the expense they imposed,
were an injury to the whole country.

Mr. HUDSON concurred in the remarks of his friend who
had just taken his seat, (Mr. Ratiihun.) He (Mr. H.I
could speak of the influence and operations of the^e agent*,
no far as he.knew, and he wan satisfied that they were govern¬ed more by political and personal considerations than by the
wihhe* of the people or the wants of the Government. In
fact, in his own district almost every instance of removal or
appointment that was at all objectionable, had been broughtabout, not by the people of either party, but by the represen¬tations of these special agents; and in several cases it had
been ascertained that those representations were of such a
character (hat no respectable person of either party would
endorse them ; and yet they were deemed conclusive by the
Department. These agents *|»ent moro time in adopting
systems of political o|>eration than/in detecting frauds on the
revenue. jHe believt-d the office to lie in a great measure useless, and
that the little good that was done might I mi accomplishedliettrr ami at a cheaper rate by some local officer; and that
th? duties of the office would in that way be discharged more
to the satisfaction of the people and to the interest of the De¬
partment. He was in fuvor of the amendment.

Mr. 8CHENCK said he thought there could be only one
opinion as u> the propriety of abolishing this office. But it
seemed to him that gentlemen would fee the necessity of
malung some appropriation to defray the expenses of detect¬
ing mail depredations. The aum appropriated by thia bill for
mail depredations and special agenta was $28,000, a very large
amount of which was expended to pay these pimps and spiesof lh« Department. I.el ib« committee cut »1T as much of
this sum aa it pleased, but still a small aum should Iw left f «r

ifeat "loTStTgcn'tlefefail'TMWifWtOf those who
modify hi* amendment as to retain an appropriation of $i^OOO
for this object. >

Mr. RATHBIJN (accepting the suggeation of Mr
Hchenck) modified his amendment so as to read as follows :

" For mail depredation*, *5,000 : provided that the i fficj cf
apecial sgrnt be an I the same ie h<-rvby abolished."

Mr. McKAY hoped this office would not be abolished.
The Department had always hod authority to employ these
agentf, from the commencement of the Government. They
were authorised by law, and this bill did but make appropria¬
tions in conformity with the provisions of existing laws.

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted that the Department derived
more benefit from this description of agents 111 the section of
couutry in which he resided than from any other description
of public officers, by reason of their success in ferreting out

frauds. He insisted that it would be impossible to procure
the conviction of a mail robber unless there were wine such
officers to collect lacts, procure evidence, and bring the par
ties to justice-

Mr. DARRAGH gave the results of his experience in re¬

lation to this cluss of public officers, and argued that with-
out thorn, or officer* like them, convictions under the I'ost
Office laws would l>e impracticable. If they violated their
duty by acting ns political ageniK, that, Mr. I), contended,
wan a good reason for removing the incumbent, bul not a

good reason for abolishing the office. If that test was to be

applied, it must l>e applied to all other officer* of the Govem-
ment; for there was no officer that was not chargeable at

least with a perversion of the power of hia office for politi¬
cal ends. Public officers, like other men, were entitled to

express their opinions ; if they abuaed their trusts for politi¬
cal purpoaea, it might tie a good cause for removal from
their officea, but was, he re|ieated, no good reason why the
offices themselves should be aliohshed. He was oppoaod to

the amendment.
Mr. PAYNE thought that the neceasity of the employment

of thia class of officer* must be manifeat to all; arid he be¬
lieved that the reaswns assigned for abolishing the office were

not sufficient. Ho far as hia own section of country was con¬

cerned, he could bear his own testimony that there had been
no cause of complaint on this subject.

Mr. WENTWORTH was of opinion that these agenta
traversed the country not ao much to ferret out offences as to

peddle out offices; and whilst he admitted the services of some
of them, he thought they were capable of a good deal of mis¬
chief. If they were necessary for the detection of depreda¬
tions, he hoped that their duties might be so regul ited arid
circumscribed as to destroy their power for evil. He was in
favor of aboliahing the office.
The question was then taken, qnd, by ayes 77, noes 52,

the modified amendment was agreed to.
And, no further amendment having been offered, the bill

was laid aside to be reported to the House.
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL.

On motion of Mr. McKAV, the committee took up the bill
making appropriations for the navnl service for the fiscal year
ending the 30th day af June, 1845.
The bill having l>een read.
Mr. PARMENTER moved to amend the first clause,

which ia in the following words : " For pay of commission,
. warrant, and petty officers, and seamen, including the cn-
. gineer corps of the Navy, two million five hundred and
' nine thousand one hundred and eighty-nine dollars," by
inserting after the word dollars a proviso limiting the whole
number of petty officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, lands¬
men, and boys, to be employed at any one time during the

year, to seven thousand five hundred.
Mr. PARMENTER said the amendment proposed to fix

the number of officers, seamen, Ate. according to the force

contemplated to be employed during the Coining fisctl year.
Heretofore there had been no restriction of this kind ; it had
consequently followed that the matter was left entirely at the
discretion and will of the President of the United States and
the Navy Department to employ any force which their means
would allow. It was the custom of all foreign nations tit re¬

gulate and fix the numlier of seamen employed in the same

manner as we did in our army. Unlest the numl>er of our

seamen employed was restricted it was impossible to fix any
limits to the Executive in employing them. Mr. P. read
from the estimate of the Secretary of the Navy of the force

necraaary to lie employed during the coming fiscal year,
amounting to 7,024. The amendment proposed to allow

7,:»tK), l>ecause, he said, it was neces-ary that there should
lie some additional men whenever ships of relief were pre¬
paring. The committee thought that GOO were sufficient for
this number; and, taking a view of the whole subject, they
had come to the conclusion, and had instructed him to re¬

port, that the proposed numlier was quite as large as was ne¬

cessary to provide for the ensuing year; and with the

general impresaion that it wan important, if Congress meant

to have any control over the expenditurea of the naval aer-

vice, that auch a restriction should lie made, they had direct¬
ed him to propose the amendment.

Mr. 8I.IDKLL offcrel an amendment to the amendment,
as follow* :

"Provided, that no portion of ihe siid 111111 l>« applloJ 10 the
l>ay i f any 1 ffi ;ere of .my grade of the mvy tieyond mimbar
in the retpeet've grades «lj 11 wre in the "ervire »n the firatday
of January, 1812; provided further, ihit »ll |>er»on» who may
have been ppoipled n« innater*' since die 4 li day of
August, I84i, ami who ver* uot at ilia time of their appoint .

mant able aeamen of fhefirm (Jii^a, shall be loilhwilh disrated."
Mr. 8. (very indistinctly heard) was understood to Hay

that the object of hia amendment wan to correct a very groaa
abuse in the appointmeat, contrary to law, of peraona whose
services were not required.an abuse not by the present in-
cumlieut of the Department or of his immediate predecessor,
but in a great measure of the previous Secretary, Mr. Hen-
shaw. Although, when he (Mr. H.) hud first been rejected
by the Senate, Mr. 8 thought it was rash and uncalled for;
still, upon n further examination, he had been led to the
concluaiou that it was just, upon that ground, and he thought
it was this fact that had in a great degree determined the ac¬
tion of the 8enate in the matter. Congress in 1442 had
determined that tho uum'ier of midshipmen was too large,mid a law was paaaed regulating it accordingly. Some til'ty
or sixty young gentlemen had been appointed acting mid¬
shipmen, under the name of muster's males,, after the pas¬
sage of this law, not ouly in direct violation of ila spirit,but, as he contended, of its letter also. He took pleasure in
stating that the present Secretary was not involved in this
matter at all, and in saying, U|<on the authority of this offi¬
cer, that he was opposed to it.

Mr. HOLMES was opposed, he said, to any limitation uponthe number pf men to be employed in the navy. We could
get the materiel of a navy at any time; hut with reference to
the personnel it was far different.
We had better at this moment let the navy alone.

At this moment France had in the Gulf of Mexico a fleit of
no small conaideration ; England had an extensive fleet, partof the time in Jamaica, where shn had a very fine navy yard,and part of the lime at Havana. And what was the pretenceof this great congregation of fleets 1 Why the blockading of
Nicaragua! Nicaragua did riot require a blockade; Great
Britain could at any moment enforce uny requirements uponher. Yet, with these foreign fleets thus increasing and
thieatening upon us, the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.Parxkntkh) talked first of a limitation of the perttunncl of
the navy, and the other gentleman (Mr. Jon*son) whisper¬ed to the House the bland and soothing expressions of |>euce !
We had undertaken to make a treaty.a treaty of annexa¬
tion of a vast country, equal in extent to France. It wok
destined to be ours; it would be ours.

Think you (said Mr. H.) that Great Britain, after the de¬
claration she had given, (and France arid Italy had taken
sides with her upon this aubj ct).think you that the move¬
ments of our fleets upon the Gulf are watched with no inter-
eat.that they create no disquietude? (Jreal Britain stood
in relation to that territory as Russia etood in relation to the
English provinces of India; as Afghanistan had been to Rus¬
sia, so toGrtal Britain was the Texas territory. Mr. H.
went at some length into an illustration of this analogy, but'
110 connexion of his remaiks could lie caught by ihe Report¬
er. VV hen again doubtfully heard, he was remarking that it
would be a very short-sighted policy. When Great Britain,with eagle perception, wan prying into our every movemet t,and when the latest intelligence thereofwas being despatched
to connect with every Meauigr which took its departure from
our shores, were we going to play a child's play ? Let us
make this nation respectable ; let us protect the North in her
shipping interests, the Went in her commerce or her agricul¬
ture, (lor her agriculture depended upon her commerce,) and
last, not leant, this great Southern institution, which, as a

political institution, was essential not only to the existence
of the South, but to any power and any influence she might
have in this Confederacy. Was a great national questionlike this to be lost sight of while they were talking about the
army and navy.about an expenditure of five millions ofdol
lars? He ridiculed the boasted expansive philanthropy o|
England as the professed basis of her desire for the abolition
of slavery in Texas ; charged her with a desire to keep open
a territory adjacent to us by means of smuggling ; and said
that her policy was to destroy the planting interests of the
South, that she might raise up in the granary of India tfa-Ne
resources which we supplied ; that she might bring into im¬mediate cultivation her tobacco, rice, cotton, 4r,aliO'.-wriifitVir -rewrr-,-»«tv. ..._ . . "...
employed a much larger number of marines than in tlieAmv
rican service.he believed two or three times the number ;
also, that the force at which the American and the British
ships were rated was different, the American ships being
much heavier at the same rate.

In reference to Mr. Holmes's remarks, he observed tint
this wss not a proposition to diminish the force of the na»y.
This was the whole number which was required by theesii-
mato of the Department. The only object of the amend¬
ment was to require them to conform to ihe law, accorditig
to their own estimates. The appropriation for pay and sub
sistenre would pay for no more than 7,500 men, but the dif¬
ficulty was, that unless they limted the number of men, they
were liable to be placed in precisely the predicament tin y
were in at the commencement of the seesion. Through t!ie
importunity of the officers of the navy, a greater force would
lie employed than was necessary, and it followed that the
Department would run in debt. Thia was a simple regul i-

tion, not a proposition to reduce the naval force, and to keep
the expenditure of the several appropriations, as was abso¬
lutely necessary, within the bounds of law.

Mr. HAMLIN said he should endeavor so to direct his
course upon this amendment, and upon all the amendments
relating to this matter, as to check whst he considered gross
and extravagant expenditures of the public money. The re¬

port of the Committee on Naval Affairs, he aaid, presented no

thing but improvident expenditure* of money and an alarm¬
ing increase of officers ; they aucked up money, and, like
the horse-leech, their cry was continually, "give, gi*e!"
Referring to the report, he cited the facts, that while there
were 21 captains on service, there were "on kave, waitii g
orders," in other words, at home doing nothing, 2fi ; that
of commanders there were 23 on sea service and 51 wailing
orders, and similar facts with reference to other grades of
officers. He had not n single word of reproach against any
officer who trod the deck of our ships or the soil of this
Union ; but it was against the principle of increase of the
galling taxes of the country.of the increase of what he be
lieved was unneceseary, and of the consequent unnecessary
taxation, that he protested. He alluded to the increase that
had taken place within the last three years in nearly all the
ranks o\ officers.the number of commanders having in¬
creased from 55 in 1840 to 94 in 1843, of lieutenants from
219 in 1840 to 324 in 1843, and other grades having in¬
creased in a similar ratio. He also read from this document
an account of various item!) of extravagant and improper ex-

pendittiYrs for the navy, and declared his intention to vote wi'h
cheerfulness for the amendment, and secure a reform to this
extent, although he would prefira greater one.

'Mr. HALE said he was desirous of moving an amend¬
ment, but as there was already an amendment to an amend¬
ment pending, it was not now in order. It was read, how-
ever, for information.

Mr. H. introduced his remark* l»y relating . conversation
in which a gentleman, on learning that a hill from the Ko
trenchmenl Committee bore hard on the post captain* of the
navy, predicted that it would not pass, becauac the influence
of those gentlemen would be sufficient to defeat any bill
which proposed to reduce "their allowance*. It had once

been a proverbial saying in the navy that "there is no law
for po*t captains;" but such had the state of the navy he-
come of late years, that now there seemed to be no law for
any naval officer. The navy for the last fifteen months had
been practically without law.

Mr. H. complained of the thousand abuses which prevail¬
ed, and cited as an instance the claim of an officer command¬
ing a little squadron on the coast of Florida, who, after the
most wanton expenditures for liquors and luxuries of all
sorts, presented a t^mand for six or sewn thousand dollars
extra compensation as the commander of a foreign squadron.
We had more than twice the numl>er of officers wh > were

needed for the actual service of the country, all of whom
were paid higher rate* of compensation than were given by
any other Government. Great favoritism also prevailed and
to aa extent which caused shameful depredations on the
Treasury. Mr. H. h«»|>ed, in fact, that this whole bill, with
all its allowances, would lie laid aside, and the bill from the
Retrenchment Committee taken up in lieu of it.
The gentleman from Mouth Carolina (Mr. Holmk*) wa

opposed lo every retrenchmerit in our navy or the naval eers

vice, because he apprehended danger of colliaioii with a for¬
eign Power; but Mr. H. contended that if any i«urh danger
did exia», the place to meet it wan in tl^t hall. Atmuredly
the Executive would not darn to procipifttej tAe country into
lioatilitieM with any Power without the xaVrtion of Congress.
It waa in ('onf;re»« then lo decide whether such danger should
lie created or not. Here in thia House the danger Waa to be
found.and the danger existed in that craven and cowardly spi¬
rit which led the Representative* of a free people to allow the
Executive, in hia own peraon, to plunge the nation into a

war. This wax lite place where the battle wan to be fought;if the honor and dignity of the country was to be preserved^it must be preserved here. Ufentlemen nerd not auk Mr. H.to hand out the money <<U his constituent* to enable this Ex¬ecutive to wend a fle^Uf.Vefli Cruz or an army to the 8a*bine ; ao long an that'fc^* fhe use to which the public money-wan to be applied, he, for one, xhould keep a tight hand uponthe purse-strings. He would tell the President that he had
yet to get hie first dollar for auch a purpose by the vote ofMr. II. He had no aympathy with men who were so won¬derfully valorous towards Mexico, and who yet would sit
tamely with their hands crossed, while a large portion of our
own undisputed territory was openly taken posaession of bythe British power. While the lion of Great Britain was sha¬
king his mane on our Pacific boundary, and trying and im-
priaoning our citizena on their own soil, he did not think
very highly of the bravery ol men who wanted to beard the
feeble Government of Mexico. To be insolent to the wealc
and cowardly to the strong was the spirit ol a dastard. Let
us defend our own soil first, before we went quixoting againstthe dominions of another Power. If we must goto war, let
us at least have

'. Thai Marn j iy I hat warriors feel,
In foernen worthy of their stael."

The gentleman from South Carolina had advanced the
novel doctrine that the House ought not lu act on amend¬
ments to an appropriation hill that might he proposed simplyby an individual member, but only on such as were reportedfrom a committee. How did this comport with the theory of
our Government, which authorized each Representative to
"peak the will and wish ot bis own constituents ? Why wuthe amendment of an individual member read or received at
all, if it was not to he acted on 1 The admission of such a
doctrine would amount to the abrogation not only of tho
rules of order, hut of the constitution of the National Legis¬lature. Once admit such notion!1, and committees, already
most powerful here, would soon arrogate to themselves all
(lower, and become supreme 011 the several subjects entrusted
to thorn.

Mr. H. called the attention of the committee to certain
items of disbursement, particularly those connected with the
navy yards. He referred, by way of instance, to thoae of
the Portsmouth navy yard, which he read, and from which
it appeared that twenty-six officers were employed at an an¬
nual expense of $28,000, to employ and superintend eigh¬
teen seaineu. This wan the way the public money went.
The captain received $3,500 for doing nothing, and tho
lieutenant almost as much for helping him. He expressed
disgust at the recital, and insisted that with IonJ professions
of retrenchment Congre*« had never been in earnest in at¬
tempting it. The corruptions in our service went beyondthose in the old monarchies of Europe. It waa time gentle¬
men showed their hands; if they were really for reformingthe system, now let them show it. For one, he never would
vote another dollar for the navy until it waa reformed and
brought under law. He had rather see it founder at sea than
remain in its present condition. He could not look a hard¬
working, economical constituency in the face, if he had voted
away their money to pay a host of idlera who were " waitingorders." When his people .. waited for orders " they waited
for pay. We had got rid of one odioua feature in the Bri¬
tish aristocracy ; we had abolished the prerogatives of pri¬
mogeniture ; but the worst sinecure features still remained
imong us. A part of the nation had to labor u> support
mother part, who were merely moths upon the treasury. An
>fficer whose pay was to be cut down came in great trepi-
lation to a meml>er of Congress and exrlaimed, " Why, my
Hod, sir, if this bill passes I cannot keep iny son in college !"
The reply, cool and laconic, was, "Then let your son come
lome and go to ploughing."
The question now was put on the amendment to the

imendaieut, viz : " Provided that no part of this sum be ap¬
plied to the pay since 1st January, 1842," &.C. (as inserted
ibove;) and it was agreed to.
The question then recurring on the amendment moved by

Mr. Pahmkmtkr, that the whole number of officers shall not
Bxceed 7,500.

Mr. McKAY supported the amendment by a few remarka
very imperfectly heard. He waa understood to suggest that
it would be best to appoint a committee who should be charged
with the du'y of inquiring what changes ought to be made
in the administration of the navy. Mr. McK. had been of
opinion that in our service, a« in that of Great Britain,the number of non-commissioned officers and seamen on board
our ships might lie le»« in tune of peace, and the gentlemanfrom Tennessee I !t"* un¥'
mVW* our «ewl. did not sail in sou.dron "PPV" °Ur"»
were requisite. The pr«m» ,

n^muchaa thoao
believed it to be unnecessarily large, and woufT" WW*.
duce it, as proposed by the amendment, to 7,.'>00
The question being put, the amendment was agreed to.
Mr. HALF* now offered an amend meut, the substance of

which was that officers performing duty of a higher frad*
.honld not receive higher pay.

Mr. PARVtENTER said that this charge was approved
l»y all th>* officers, as also by the Secretary of the Navy, who
thought it would operate as a check to favoritism. In this
opinion the naval committee and the cpmmittee on retrench¬
ment concurred ; he ho|>ed the amendment would be adopted.
The question was put and ngreed to.when it was sug¬

gested that the amendment hail better be deferred for the pre¬
sent, that it might come in at the close of the bill.

Mr. HALE therefore withdrew it for the present.
Mr. PARMENTER proposed an amendment which sub¬

sided for the general clause of the bill appropriating in one
sum for the expenses of uavy yards a long list of *j>erific
iumi for each yard. The effect of this alteration would put
it out of the power of the Department to show partiality in
favor of certain nuvy yards at the expense of others.

Mr. McKAY briefly supported the amendment.
Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the amendment by

striking from it ull appropriations for the Navy Yard at
Washington. He considered a navy yard here as entirrly
useless to the service, and he hoped it would be transferred to
some point in the valley of the M ii-aisaippi.This amendment was discuased by Measrs. PARM EN¬
TER, DAVIS, of Indiana, HOLMES, McKAY, El)«. J.
BLACK, SCHENCK, CAVE J0HN80N, and DICKIN¬
SON, up to the usual hour of adjournment; when
The committee rese and reported progress on the Navy bill

and action on the Post Office bill.
And the House adjourned.

.
FROM THE 1IIW TOlK XV Kit 1KB POST.

An express lins been sent by the Government fo
Mexico. There is n rumor, how well founded we
know not, but we have not seen it denied by the
Administration prints, that the errand of the agent
is to offer Mexico money to resign her right to the
province of Texas. On this the Globe vel*y justly
remarks:
" If the relntions of Mexico and Texas are such as to jus¬

tify an offer of money for Mexican consent, the world will
not justify us in proceeding without her consent. She either
h.m or hug not a title to Teias. If the ban title to the coun¬

try, we cannot honorably take it until we acquire her title.
[I she h»n no title at all, a* the Administration alleges, then
our treasure ought not to be given to her for nothing. Our
offer to buy, our protestations to the contrary notwithstand¬
ing, shown that she has Momething to sell. The right may
he small; still it is a right which we acknowledge by the
offer, one which is not extinguished by her refusal to accept
our offer, and one which we are bound to respect till it is

extinguished by the arms of Texas or the money of the
United States. The armistice precludes theTexian Govern¬
ment from saying that she has completed the conquest, and
our pending offer to purchase from Mexico admits also tho
same fact. .i.

" Nor will it Jo to aey thai we will give Mexico what we

think fair for her claim*, though we offer a large sum ; and
if ahe will not take our offer, we will taka her property vi ft
armin and give her nothing. Thia i* agninat our treaties
with her, arid againat the nettled policy of the country.
" Neither will it anawer to say that we are merely of¬

fering to buy a pretension and makni* a gratuity to quiat
title. Our relntiona with Texai*, the |>eople lieing of our

own stork, are such that we are not authorized to act hut

upon an eNtabliMhc*! title, one upon which there ta no clouJ.
Meaidea, thia i« altogether a disingenuous pretest. Nobody
care* a atrnw for Mexican pretenaiona; she i* too weak to

aecure regard even for her rights. If entuely satisfied that

her right wan gone, we ought not and wouM Not pay for her

pretenaiona. It woul<l altogether unjustifiable for ua to

aquandt-r our money ti> '««d her impuont arroganfe."
K. NEHBOiTH,

ATTORXK Y A T LA m;
Gainesville, Alsoaioa,

Will Kiien t pi .uijitly and strieily to ih» asourlty a"J collection
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